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What is Taking the Next Step?


Taking the Next Step is a proven and effective stewardship program for congregations. It is designed to increase the annual giving of a congregation so that sufficient funds are available for annual programs and ministries. The process is consultant-led. It can be scheduled for the spring or fall months. 
What Results Can Congregations Expect from Taking the Next Step?
The smallest increase in annual giving that has been experienced during the last three years by congregations using Taking the Next Step is 22 percent. The largest increase is 64 percent. These percentage increases have even been experienced during a time when congregations are anxious about money and staff and leaders are reluctant to for financial commitments to the spiritual and strategic direction of their congregation.
What Principles Guide the Taking the Next Step Process?

· People will give from their desire to advance the mission of God's Kingdom in the world, not to meet a budget.
· People prayerfully consider what percentage of their annual income that God is calling them to give.
· Progress in people’s spiritual journey is reflected in the steps they take along a giving path. 
For additional information or a conversation about Taking the Next Step,

call or send an e-mail to Ruben Swint, Team Leader for the Funding

Ministry Team at 404.314.7273 or RSwint@TheColumbiaPartnership.org.
A Testimony from a Pastor on 
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“At the end of Taking the Next Step, we were blown away with our results. We experienced a 64% increase in financial commitments to the church. The total number of people making commitments to the church more than doubled. In fact, we had more people make first time commitments for 2010 than we had in total commitments for 2009.”





“It also helped our congregation to coalesce around a common goal and better understand God's dreams for our ministry.”





Jay Therrell, Senior Minister, Cape Coral First United Methodist Church.
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